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moved the shields of the ‘Act 
of God’ clause and defense. 
The argument that a property 
owner was compliant with the 
current law, and/or had more 
time to become compliant 
with the new law as a defense 
from liability are being struck 
down much to the surprise 
of property owners acting in 
In California, it is clear from 
several cases that have been 

higher California Courts, that 

of the necessary protection it 
need afford its occupants, or if 
the owner knew or should have 

tragedy occurs, notwithstand-
ing if the tragedy is caused by 

carry then?
In recent years, even with 

differing laws across states, le-
gal decisions have steadily re-

Webster’s diction-

God” as, “an ex-
traordinary interruption by a 

earthquake) of the usual course 
of events that experience, pre-
science, or care cannot rea-
sonably foresee or prevent.” 
If a property owner is fully 
compliant with current build-
ing and safety codes and an 
act of God occurs, what li-
ability do the property owners 
hold for any damage, injury or 
death that results?  What if an 
owner has acted in good faith 
and made reasonable efforts in 
getting up to code, but a natu-
ral disaster hits prior to com-
pletion, what liability do they 

by Lee Kanon Alpert, Attorney
Acts of God: Who’s Liable?

Now that the City has
begun identifying

high-risk buildings for 
collapse and damage, 

property owners 
are given even greater 

notice as to the dangers 
their properties may pose, 

and the substantial
liability they face should 
they fail to address the 
defects expeditiously.




